DEALING WITH ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE

107.5

Preliminary Investigation

When the Diocese receives a clear allegation against a member of the clergy from a
credible source, the following steps will be taken:
A

The Vicar for Clergy or the designated diocesan official will promptly inform the
Bishop of the allegation. The Victims' Assistance Coordinator will meet with the
person making the allegation. In addition, the Vicar and/or another designated
person will meet with the person making the allegation. Preferably, if the alleged
victim is a female, the designated person should be a female. This is to be
followed with a meeting with the accused priest or deacon. Following these

meetings, the matter will be immediately reported to the district attorney having
local jurisdiction.

B

The person making the allegation shall be advised of his or her absolute right to
have an attorney or other person present to assist or support him or her and to
submit the complaint to the office of the district attorney.

C

The person making the allegation shall be advised of the availability of the Bishop
to meet with him or her should that be desired.

D

Where no reasonable groundsare found to exist, the complainant shall be notified
of this determination and reminded of his or her legal rights. The accused cleric is
to be notified immediately of this finding.

II

Action Following Preliminary Investigation

A

Soon after the diocesan official meets with the complainant and meets with the
accused, the Chairperson will convene the Review Board. The Board shall assess

the allegation and advise the Bishop of further action in regard to the substance of
the allegation.

B
C

The assessment reached by the Review Board will be communicated to the
alleged victim and the accused.
If it is determined that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the alleged

abuse took place, the Bishop will promptly relieve the accused of his ministerial
duties (cf. c. 1722), if he is incardinated in the Diocese of Ogdensburg, and place
him on administrative leave. If the cleric is incardinated into another diocese or is

a member of religious community, the Bishop will notify the bishop of the
accused or his religious superior of the need to place him on administrative leave.

The Bishop, or his delegate, will meet immediately with the cleric to review the
allegation, to advise him of his rights to canonical due process and to legal and
canonical counsel during the proceedings. The alleged offender will be
encouraged to undertake anappropriate medical and psychological evaluation.
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